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head. He picked up the guitar. *lt*na*
tupid Btory, a/a n'i il /"

"TMIi; n. sl fcn days were very hard toget
1 through. If he really cared, ] ",v,r

thought li- couhl pvc me ti|> *o ea UJ; ')",

hcwa .1 harda rock He el hislips.and
w. nt to work, and m vi i looked al ""' ag*"^
I didn'l . x|«. to hi taken soai m) (w"ri1an.l tin crui m wa drawing toaclo e! I ^.l .

dreadfully unhapp) ,And then I had Thomaa on my hand l

don'l suppose h< was having a very g°°d
time, either; bul I waiuVl caring mucn
aboul that. Thomaa wa i -nii. two ways.
i in the om hand my eccentri. ities « ared
him oul "1 hi wil i; bul ontheothi hamine
hadgom too far to baek out, and Fathei and

Mother were waitingtogivcui then bli ing.

FINALLY thelasl mghtcamearound. The
Loreleiwa lyinginWesI River.andnex'

day are wi re to run up to Sparrow l otnt,
,,.,! 0 home. i thought I would **eveJ '''

Prench again, and my hcari tvas aboul
broken. Also Thomaa was unplea antly ar*

'1. nt.
Thr moon wa full now. I' ro e like an

unmense pale |apancsc lantcrn oul ol tne

bay. Thoma and I were in the itern a

,i ii..!, and Prench was away up in tne b4>w.
II.. had lit't the guitar bek>w.

¦Our lasl night!" Thomaa began tn taa
in.. i ntimental tom

I ihuddcred at whal waa coniing. "'-l

night theiughtingalewokeme," I mun ured
fooli hly thal was one of Prench's ongs.

"Vou're ti"' paying attention," 1
complained.

"Paying attention!" I aid ro ay. My
head i going round lik. a revolving '-'K1'
with a squirn 1 in it and you're not the
quirrel," I added under my breath.
-I don'l 1" liev. it," said Thoma "You re

n ible a I am."
hj -,,., .,;. tt) gcKxlforThomas. " hank

you," I -..i'l weetl).
"You're ju I putting mi "ti!" he whim-

u. red.
"Where?" I a
..oi,, Erda, b .erious!" he taid, tr>ing to

take my hand.
-Mu itn't," I ai I. Tm like poor Aunt

"How '" ;.' a k. i.
"Aunt Lizzie always said her hands

... n n'i finished and mustn't be di turbed."
But my imaginary Aunl Lizzie had lo I

ti rrors. "I don't are it' your wrholi
ity was razy!" Tlioma blurted out.

I gol upand walked to the end of t!n rail.
I should \pl.un thal the aft< r deck ol the
Lorelei was en. ir. led by a «l til. I;

.imi.l hips, and there wa a pia. e

there by th. davil where you ould t< p
righl "ti.

tood .¦¦ lianging to the rail and
looking off at the moonhght on the ..

Di.l you ever, when you were bothered
about onw thing and couldn'l !<. p,
imagining yourself floating in calm, cool

.. ;..-.- |'i\ ii omctimc, and see how
ickl) vou fall a lei p. 1 thoughl of that

ii;. n. There were ..11 my troubl pn ii g
on i and at my feel the deli. iou ter.
The river was as smooth a- oil, and its sur*

1 a lovelv dusty effe. t in l

lighi Besides, 11 l lieen in only on. e that
,1,-. and my drcs wa n ady for the wa m.

.ni., came up and tried topul
around mc. He ara oi lui isy! "1 m going
to ki v ou!" he aid.

I f< lt il oming liki hol bia ovci
deserl i had already slipped my feet oul
of mj I..¦-: white pumps. I ju t. pped i.flf.

I tiffencd my body and wenl straight
lowi ! ter < harmed

all my troubli VVhen I ame up I
ould iv. ung for joy. I tru k oul for

.' m on.

OEHIXDi elhcard plasl like
-*-* tUing in, and I knew Thomas

poorl ted the
¦it night. Then I heard :. lean cul

ton. tlropping in, and
[ | Pn .,,.! dived. I had no doubl
about whii h "ti< would cati h me first.

II ii ame up. "Are you ;.ll right?"
xiou ly.

..Sur, !" I id. 1 ildn't thii t' any*
thing romanti..

"Put your hand on my shoulder, if
tin :.' said.

I wa n't; bul I pul it there. H. turned
l and ldssed il

"Wherc are wi going?" he asked.
"To the moon!" I »aid.
He underst.I. "Good old wat. r! (¦.1

ol.l moon!" he cri I.

\\v iwarn for a little wUle, aad then wa

heard a frightened cry behjnd ua.

"ByGad! IforgotThomaa! Prcnchcned.
So had I. We turned and raced baek.

Halfway to tl« LoreW we came upon hjm
Aoundering and gaaping, jual about all in.
Prcm li took him under one arm, I under the
other, and we ihovcd Wm baek to the ladder
lik. two tugi with a watcriogged barge.
There hia terriried father and mother hauled
him aboard,
"Mv hero!" ried his mother.
Prern h and I loitered in th water. It

bo beautiful ¦..¦.dcln't bear to go in. Hi
arm ame tcaling aroond me in thi- most
natural '.¦..,¦. poastbl., and he caught tm ',<<

liitii tight.
"Mermaid! he whispered. ''I iu I an I

keep it to mysdf! I love you! I loyi
,\ foi in.,' i im t Id . '1 him "ti hi 1t"i.,:

brown neck.
Pan. v! Thal wa the ]>u tun

the eyi of Mr. and tVfra. Bunting wh.
.,,,., ni hing I'.n k to pull me out 'l heir
.. Jmo t poppi d "in 'ii thetr

<',.|ni whal a tnomentl

M\ d. ar, whi n m gol on d< ckthen
the moal dn adful em Evi rybody

bul Prcm h talked al om ., and no om

paid the lea attention to what anyone el
.,j,|. Mi Bunting wept, and the old man

used languagi The two of tl em ioincd in
< alling my poor Prcm li the wor I nan the)
eould l.iv th. ir tongucs to, "Ingi tti I p
start!" and o on li 1--«- that. Th. Id i
li arged Pn n< 1. aboul fivi tinu in a

minutc. I tried my !.. I to cplain; bul I
couldn'l maki my nf heard. Pn n< r k
it ,,ii jn ilence, looking adoraUy pale and
dangerou
A for 'l hot you *voul

you ould have en him! Thi re
with hi hair in hi ey. and
clinging to hii full to th. brit

.,;¦.-. very dignified, at

ing hi be I tolook lik. a h< ro. W
through l.i muddled h. ad whal had hap-
p ned, !.- pulled me a id. Hi had
lierate, fooli xprc ion lik. a lown.

"Erda, you you can't bout thi
fellow!" he plutt.
M dear, 11 an tell you aboul it now

| ugh; but at the tit ith
going at oi I lost m mpl
I didn'l know what I wa ii I found

lf murmuring lowty :

Hi. kory, di. kory do. k,
Xhe lock;
The i' rucfe one,

..- down it run;
Hi. kory, di. kory, d

- "Th. re's a mi tal in grami iar, i
re?" 1 wildly.
Thomas shrank fn if I had

plague. H. turned to.i
till abusing poor French. "Stop!

.lh "lf all ::.

They turned to him in ai

put "ii a grand air ii Irij
ping wi t, my dear! "I hav. pvei

¦'
'¦ hand of Mi Hami

"Lct French | ;- nd win ii
i an."

.¦|{-:'. Th. mas!" cri father nd
motl tog ther.

"Let u .. bout il
Thomas. "I have hang 1 my mii
will explain in pri\ t<

Mr. Buntinj i rtlyl
Frcnch's pardon. Mi Bui tinj
firmly com tn [than.

hero. W. ¦..'"'

That' iboul all, I>ear. Tl
\l- But ting redandj

manner toward me, ftcr Thon
ily madi lii* cxpkimitions. 1

the dear little lady saying .

shecasts uphen .¦ "wl tanan
for dear Thomas!"

\\, land l Sparrow Point i cl
and I have nol eei tl B. ii Mr.
Bunting ha made
I exp ct he n< hii in tl bu ii
[sn't it a 1 ring?
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